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Moira’s First Talk

Moira hummed softly as she and Mamá walked out of the 
chapel. Church had just ended.

”Hi, Moira,” said President Scott. Richard G. Scott was the mis-
sion president in Argentina, where Moira lived. “Would you be 
willing to give a talk in district conference next month?”

Moira swallowed. She was just 12 years old, and she had never 
given a talk before! “I could try,” she said.

President Scott smiled. “Thank you! You will do great.”
On the way home from church, Moira’s heart was beating fast. 

“I don’t know if I can do it,” she said.
“Heavenly Father will help you,” said Mamá. “He has helped you 

do hard things before, hasn’t He?”
Moira nodded. Heavenly Father had helped her before. Like 

when she and Mamá had joined the Church a year ago.
Moira had been excited to tell her best friend, Dorita, about her 

baptism. But when Dorita’s parents found out, they wouldn’t let 
Dorita play with Moira anymore. Moira had felt so lonely.

But Heavenly Father helped her make new friends. On her very 
first Sunday at church, she saw a girl standing by the door. 

“Hi,” the girl said. “I’m Carmen. Do you want to sit with me?” 
Soon Carmen and Moira became good friends.

Moira would have to be brave to speak at district conference. 
But she knew she could do it with Heavenly Father’s help. For the 
next few weeks, Moira worked hard on her talk. She wrote down 
what she would say. Then she practiced saying it out loud.

Finally the day came for her talk. Moira sat in the front and 
looked out at all the people in the chapel. There were so many!

Then Moira spotted someone waving at her. It was Carmen! 
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Moira waved back. Seeing her 
friend in the crowd made her feel 
a little better.

When it was her turn, Moira 
stepped up to the microphone. 
She took a deep breath. Then she 
gave her talk. Her voice was shaky 
at first. But she could feel the Holy 
Ghost helping her. At the end, she 
shared her testimony. “I know that 
Jesus lives and loves us. In the 
name of Jesus Christ, amen.”

After the meeting, everyone 
went outside for a picnic lunch. 
Carmen found 
Moira and gave 
her a hug. “You did 
great!” she said.

“Thanks! I was 
scared, but Heavenly Father really 
helped me.” Moira smiled. She 
had done something she had 
never done before, and that made 
her a pioneer. ●

Argentina is the 
second-largest 

country in South 
America.

Soon there will 
be five temples in 

Argentina.

Argentina has 
more than 30 

national parks.

When Moira was 
12, she was the 

Primary secretary 
in her branch.

Today, Moira works 
for the Church in 

Utah, USA.

Elder D. Todd 
Christofferson  
was one of the  

missionaries who 
taught Moira and 

her family.

She k
new she could do it with Heavenly Father’s help.
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