
From an interview by  
Amie Jane Leavitt

Meet Kaloni from the  
 Kingdom of Tonga. 

Her islands are known as the 
Friendly Islands.

Have you ever had a 
family picnic outside on 
Christmas Day? Kaloni’s 
family likes to picnic on 
the beach at Christmastime. 
Since it’s summertime in 
December in the southern  
hemisphere, picnics at 
Christmas are no problem! 
Ten-year-old Kaloni likes to 
spend many fun holidays 
with her aunts, uncles,  
and cousins.
* “Hello, friends!” in Tongan.

I’m  
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PH
O

TO
G

RA
PH

S 
CO

UR
TE

SY
 O

F 
KA

LO
NI

’S
 FA

M
ILY

; I
LL

US
TR

AT
IO

NS
 B

Y 
AS

HL
EY

 T
EA

RE
 A

ND
 M

AR
K 

RO
BI

SO
N

READY TO GO!
Kaloni’s suitcase is packed with 
some of her favorite things. 
Which of these things would 
you pack in your suitcase?

I  LOVE TO SEE  
THE TEMPLE

On our walk to school, my family 
passes the temple. I feel peace when  
I see the temple. I can’t wait until I 
can go inside someday.

The Nuku‘alofa Tonga Temple was 
dedicated in 1983. It was renovated 
and rededicated in 2007.

Mālō e  
lelei! *

I want to go to 
college and become a 

seminary teacher like 
my mom. I also want to 

go on a mission and marry 
in the temple. But in the 
meantime, I’ll just enjoy 
living in a beautiful island 
paradise.

I like to dance, play sports, and 
paint. I helped make a mural 
about the plan of salvation for 
the seminary building.

My mom and auntie decided to start 
a family project to earn money for all 
of us cousins to go on our missions 
someday. We make chicken kabobs 
and ’otai and sell them at the farmers’ 
market every Saturday.

I enjoy going to the 
beach with my family 

and playing in the 
sand and in the sea.

On weekdays I get dressed in my 
school uniform. Then my family 

walks to school together. My dad 
works at the high school, and my 
mom is a seminary teacher. I have 

an older sister named Dorothy and 
an older brother named Nelson.

from Tonga

F R I E N D S  A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

Turn to page 16 to make 
your own ‘otai.

Cut out the 
stamp and 
add it to your 
passport from 
the January 
issue.
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