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LATTER-DAY SAINT HISTORY: 1815 –1846 TEACHER MATERIAL—LESSON 10: JOSEPH SMITH TRAVELS BETWEEN OHIO 
AND MISSOURI , CONTINUES TRANSLATING THE BIBLE, AND MOVES TO KIRTLAND

Handout 3: Leaving Greenville

After about four weeks of caring for Bishop Newel K. Whitney in Greenville, the Prophet Joseph Smith felt that 
they needed to leave and finish traveling back to Ohio. However, the severity of Newel’s injury would make the trip 
difficult. Joseph Smith’s history states:

“I went into [Newel’s] room after a walk in the grove and told [Newel] if he would agree to start for home in the 
morning, we would take a wagon to the river, about four miles, and there would be a ferryboat in waiting which 
would take us quickly across, where we would find a [horse] which would take us directly to the landing, where 
we should find a boat in waiting, and we [would go] up the river before 10 o’clock and have a prosperous journey 
home. He took courage and told me he would go. We started the next morning and found everything as I had 
told him” (Manuscript History of the Church, vol. A-1, p. 215, josephsmithpapers.org; spelling, capitalization, and 
punctuation standardized).

•	 If you were in Newel’s place, what thoughts might you have had about the Prophet after this experience?

•	 What has strengthened your conviction that the words of the Lord’s prophets will be fulfilled?


