LATTER-DAY SAINT HISTORY: 1815-1846 TEACHER MATERIAL—LESSON 10: JOSEPH SMITH TRAVELS BETWEEN OHIO
AND MISSOURI, CONTINUES TRANSLATING THE BIBLE, AND MOVES TO KIRTLAND

Handout 1: The Prophet’s Prayers

During his stay in Greenville, the Prophet Joseph Smith visited a grove outside of town nearly every day to pray
and meditate. Joseph described in a letter to his wife, Emma, some of what he thought and felt as he meditated
and prayed:

"I have called to mind all the past moments of my life and am left to mourn and shed tears of
sorrow for my folly in suffering the adversary of my soul and to have so much power over me as
he has had in times past. But God is merciful and has forgiven my sins. . . .

“...lam prepared to go at his call. | desire to be with Christ. | count not my life dear to me
[except] to do his will” (Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph Smith [2007], 243-44).

¢ What lessons can we learn from Joseph Smith’s example?

¢ In what ways does this letter show that Joseph Smith was willing to do whatever God commanded him?
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