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Purpose To help each child understand and apply the spiritual messages in two of the
parables Jesus told.

Preparation 1. Prayerfully study Matthew 13:1–9, 18–30, 37–43; Mark 4:14–20; Luke
8:11–15; and Doctrine and Covenants 86:1–7. Then study the lesson and
decide how you want to teach the children the scripture account. (See
“Preparing Your Lessons,” p. vi, and “Teaching from the Scriptures,” p. vii.)

2. Additional reading: Mark 4:1–9, Luke 8:4–8, and Doctrine and Covenants
101:65–66.

3. Select the discussion questions and enrichment activities that will involve the
children and best help them achieve the purpose of the lesson.

4. Materials needed:
a. A Bible or a New Testament for each child.
b. A paper for each child with the “Hidden Message Puzzle” on it or a large

puzzle for the class to do together.

Hidden Message Puzzle

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4

5 6 W E 7 8 L E A R N 9 1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 F R O M 8 9 T H E 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 P A R A B L E S 9 1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1 2 3 4 5 6

Suggested 
Lesson 
Development Invite a child to give the opening prayer.

Attention Activity Give the children the papers you have prepared or display the large puzzle and
ask them to find the message that is hidden among the numbers.

Explain that when Jesus taught the people, he sometimes taught in parables,
which are short stories that have hidden spiritual messages.

Lesson

17
The Parables of the Sower
and the Wheat and Tares
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