
Ask:

• How is the mission of the Church similar to a tripod?

• What would happen if Church members did missionary
work and obeyed the commandments but failed to do
temple work?

Invite students to scan the following three groups of verses:
Doctrine and Covenants 124:1–5, 25–30, 143–45. Have them
look for words or phrases that relate to each part of the three-
part mission of the Church. Tell them that the mission of the
Church is one of the central messages of section 124, and then
study each part of the mission as a class.

Proclaim the Gospel

Write on the board the name of your country’s leader. Tell
students: Imagine you are teaching the gospel to the leader of
our country.

• What might it be like to “proclaim the gospel” to this person?

• Why might it be difficult?

• What would you fear the most?

Read Doctrine and Covenants 124:1–3 and identify what Joseph
Smith was called to do. (“Make a solemn proclamation” to the
kings, rulers, and people of all nations.) Have students search
verses 3–11, and ask:

• What do verses 5, 8, and 10 suggest this proclamation was
to include?

• What is the “day of visitation” that all need to prepare for?
(The Second Coming.)

• How does proclaiming the gospel lead kings and the
Gentiles to help build Zion? (see vv. 6, 9, 11).

• According to verse 7, what did the Lord say about fearing
individuals in high office?

Testify that the gospel of Jesus Christ is far more important
than any position a person may hold. We must boldly proclaim
our message to everyone, regardless of their station in life.

Read Doctrine and Covenants 124:23, 60 and ask:

• What did the Lord want the Nauvoo Saints to provide for
visitors? (Explain that the Nauvoo House was a hotel the
Saints were commanded to build for travelers.)

• What can we do today to make visitors to the stakes of
Zion feel welcome?

• What did the Lord want visitors to Zion to contemplate?

• Why do you think the Lord said to “contemplate” His
word, and not just to read it?

Redeem the Dead

Show students a picture of the Salt Lake Temple. (You could
use the accompanying drawing or Gospel Art Picture Kit, no.
502). Point out the battlements along the top of the central wall.

Ask: What might the battlements suggest about the temple?
(The temple is a place of protection.) Read Doctrine and
Covenants 124:10–11, 36 and look for words that relate to the
protecting power of the temple. Ask: What kind of safety and
refuge might the Lord be referring to? Have a student share
the following statement by President James E. Faust, a
counselor in the First Presidency:

Ask: How can temples protect you and your family against
Satan? Have students scan verses 26–44 and choose a passage
they think best illustrates the importance of the temple. Have
some students share their passage and explain why they
chose it.

Tell students: Imagine you are traveling by car to a distant
city. The trip requires a full tank of gas, and there are no gas
stations along the way. (Note: You could use a destination
familiar to your students.) Ask:

• What would you do if after traveling several hours you
realized you started with only half a tank of gas?

• What if you did not realize this until it was too late to turn
back for gas?

“The need for temples all over the world is great.
This is because they are spiritual sanctuaries. Those
who attend the temples can find protection against
Satan and his desire to destroy them and their
families” (in Conference Report, Oct. 1998, 75; or
Ensign, Nov. 1998, 59).

Battlements

Doctrine and Covenants 124–25
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