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(32-7) Nehemiah 5. Nehemiah Demanded Social
Reforms among His People
Sheep gate

Fish gate

Muster gate
Temple site
East gate
Horse gate

Valley gate

Nehemiah’s true greatness shines forth in these
verses. One of the reasons the Jews were still in great
poverty was the unrighteous oppression of the people
by their previous rulers. Nehemiah could have glutted
himself in the same manner, but instead he became
angry about the over taxation (the king’s tribute),
usury (interest), slavery, and the confiscation of private
property.
Although his predecessors “were chargeable unto
the people” (Nehemiah 5:15) or, in other words, laid a
heavy burden upon the people, Nehemiah showed his
greatness as the governor by not accepting a salary from
the taxes of the people. He was wealthy and chose to
serve without remuneration.
The righteous kings in the Book of Mormon had the
same sense of public morality and worked for their
livelihood rather than burdening their people (see
Mosiah 2:14; 29:40).
(32-8) Nehemiah 6. What Was the Importance of the
Wall?
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Members of the Church earlier in this dispensation
experienced similar opposition. Consider what
President George Q. Cannon, who was a member of
the First Presidency, said of the persecution in Utah
around 1884: “It is very encouraging to think that, in
the midst of the assaults which are being made upon
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and the
threats that are in circulation concerning us and our
future fate, there is faith enough found in the midst of
the people to pursue, without discouragement and
without cessation, the great work which we feel that
our Father has laid upon us. We have not been
situated as we were in Nauvoo, when we finished our
temple there, for then the workmen who labored upon
it, were like the Jews in the days of Nehemiah, when
they undertook to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, and
had to labor a portion of the time at least, and a great
portion of it too, with their instruments of labor in one
hand, and weapons to defend themselves in the other.
We were surrounded by mobs, and living in a constant
state, it may be said of fear, because of the threats which
were made and the combinations which were formed,
and the attacks upon our outlying settlements in the
burning of houses, in the destruction of grain, in the
shooting down of cattle, and in the driving out of the
people from their homes.” (In Journal of Discourses,
25:167.)
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Sanballat tried to lure Nehemiah into some “mischief”
(Nehemiah 6:2) through an invitation for negotiations,
but Nehemiah was not deceived. In fact, he was not
even intimidated by Sanballat’s threat to report a Jewish
rebellion to King Artaxerxes.
The wall was finished in fifty-two days (see v. 15),
and watches were set to protect those who lived in the
city. The walls were a protection, but they were also an
important physical symbol of the establishment of the
Jews as a people. The holy city became a unifying force
as families were chosen by lot to come live in it (see
Nehemiah 11:1–2). Sanballat and the other enemies of
Judah fully understood the significance of the walls
and of Nehemiah’s unifying leadership. That is why
their opposition was so persistent.
(32-9) Nehemiah 7:63–65. What Did It Mean to Be
“Put from the Priesthood”?
Those who could not trace their genealogy, or who
tried to hide it, were denied the priesthood. The same
situation was reported in Ezra 2:62. “The Tirshatha” is
a title for the governor (see Nehemiah 7:65, 70).
(32-10) Nehemiah 8:1–12. Establishing the Synagogue
and the Feast
The reading of the law to the people by Ezra the
scribe is of particular importance because it appears to
have been the first time a synagogue, or a place to read
and expound the scriptures, was established in Jerusalem
after the return from Babylon. One Bible scholar
commented on verse 8 as follows: “The Israelites,
having been lately brought out of the Babylonish
captivity, in which they had continued seventy years,
according to the prediction of Jeremiah, [25:11], were
not only extremely corrupt, but it appears that they had
in general lost the knowledge of the ancient Hebrew to
such a degree, that when the book of the law was read,
they did not understand it: but certain Levites stood
by, and gave the sense, i.e., translated into the Chaldee
dialect. . . . It appears that the people were not only

