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4 Nephi

Explain that after the visit of the Savior, the people 
lived in unity and peace, overcoming any ethnic or 
cultural differences that might have existed between 
them before. They no longer distinguished themselves 
from each other with cultural titles such as “Nephites” 
or “Lamanites.” 

Read the statements by President James E. Faust and 
Elder Richard G. Scott on pages 344–45 in the student 
manual. These statements are also available on the 
companion DVD   B   C .

•	 How can we be unified with people of different 
cultures? How can we be unified with people whose 
interests or abilities differ from our own?

•	 Why do you think people who are converted to the 
Lord are more likely to seek unity and peace with 
each other?

•	 In what ways can feelings of unity influence a 
family? a ward or branch? 

•	 What have you found that can encourage unity 
among family members and other loved ones?

4 Nephi 1:20–49. Pride Leads to Division, 
Dissension, and Apostasy
Explain that the ideal conditions in this society 
lasted for nearly 200 years. Then the society changed 
gradually over the next 100 years, as people began 
making choices that led them to “dwindle in unbelief 
and wickedness, from year to year” (4 Nephi 1:34). 
Have students read 4 Nephi 1:45–48 to see the 
outcomes of these choices: all people were wicked 
except for the disciples of Jesus, the people allowed 
the Gadianton robbers to spread throughout the land, 
and the scriptures were hidden from the people. Then 
draw the following chart on the board or display it 
with an overhead projector, leaving off the information 
in parentheses.

A Fallen People

verse 
20

(A small part of the people revolted, or apostatized, from the Church. Some gospel principles abandoned: 
unity, dedication to the Lord’s Church.)

verses 
24–26

(Some people wore costly apparel, did not share goods and substance, divided into classes, and 
built up churches for gain. Some gospel principles abandoned: humility, charity.)

verses 
27–29

(Some people denied important parts of the gospel, administered sacred 
ordinances to those who were unworthy, persecuted members of the Church, and 
denied the Christ. Some gospel principles abandoned: reverence, faith, humility, 
kindness.)

verses 
30–34

(Some people attempted to kill the three Nephite disciples, hardened 
their hearts, followed false priests and prophets, and physically 
abused followers of Jesus. Some gospel principles abandoned: 
reverence for life, charity.)

verses 
35–39

(Divisions were created among the people. The most 
wicked among them rejected the gospel and taught their 
children to reject Jesus Christ and to hate the believers. 
Some gospel principles abandoned: unity, charity, faith.)

verses 
40–43

(The wicked outnumbered the righteous, 
continued to seek worldly things, and 
developed secret oaths and combinations. 
Some gospel principles abandoned: humility, 
charity, honesty.)
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