
AARONIC PRIESTHOOD

The Apostasy and the Restoration

THE outlines in this unit will help the young men understand the Great Apostasy and how Jesus Christ 

restored His Church and the fulness of His gospel through the Prophet Joseph Smith. In this unit the 

young men can learn about the key events of the Restoration and discover the relevance of those events in 

their lives.

Aaronic Priesthood holders have a priesthood duty to share the gospel and invite all to come unto Christ. 

The experiences they have in this unit can help them proclaim the message of the Restoration with clarity 

and power, both now as Aaronic Priesthood holders and in the future as full-time missionaries.

Learning outlines

Seek the inspiration of the Spirit as you select from the outlines below. Let the questions and interests of the 

young men guide you as you decide what to emphasize in this unit and how long to spend on a topic.

These outlines are not meant to prescribe what you will say and do in the quorum meeting. They are 

designed to help you learn the doctrines for yourself and prepare learning experiences adapted to the needs 

of the young men you teach.

Why was a restoration necessary?

How was the priesthood restored?

What was Joseph Smith’s role in the Restoration?

Why do we need the Book of Mormon?

How can I invite all to come unto Christ?



Prepare yourself spiritually

To help the young men learn doctrines related to the Apostasy and Restoration, you must understand and 

live these doctrines yourself. Study the scriptures and other resources provided in the learning outlines and 

look for statements, stories, or examples that may be especially relevant or inspiring. Then use the learning 

outlines to plan ways to help quorum members discover these truths for themselves, gain a testimony of 

them, and live by what they learn.

Counsel together

Counsel with the quorum presidency and with other teachers, advisers, and leaders about the young men. 

What questions and needs do the young men have? What are they learning about the Apostasy and the 

Restoration in other settings—at home, in seminary, in Sunday School? How will this influence your prepa-

ration to teach this unit? Write your thoughts and impressions below. (If sensitive information is shared in 

these conversations, please keep it confidential.)



AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: THE APOSTASY AND THE RESTORATION

Why was a restoration necessary?

During His mortal ministry, Jesus Christ established His Church with priesthood authority. It was led by 
prophets and apostles who taught true doctrine and received revelation that was recorded as scripture. With 
the death of the apostles, priesthood authority was taken from the earth, revelation ceased, and essential 
doctrines were lost or corrupted. Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Church that Jesus Christ estab-
lished was restored.

Prepare yourself spiritually
What effects of the Apostasy have you seen in the 
world? How has the Restoration of the gospel 
blessed you?

What do the young men need to know about the 
Apostasy and the Restoration? How can an 
understanding of the Apostasy and the 
Restoration help them?

Prayerfully study these scriptures and resources. 
What do you feel will help the young men 
understand why a restoration was necessary?

Ephesians 4:11–14; Articles of Faith 1:6 (The 
Church today has the same organization as the 
Church in the Savior’s day)

Isaiah 29:13–14; Amos 8:11–12; 2 Thessalonians 
2:3; 1 Nephi 13:24–29 (The Church was lost 
through apostasy)

D&C 1:17–23, 30 (Jesus Christ restored His 
Church through Joseph Smith)

Joseph Smith—History 1:6–20 (Joseph Smith’s 
First Vision)

Preach My Gospel (2004), 35–38, 45

Robert D. Hales, “Preparations for the Restoration 
and the Second Coming: ‘My Hand Shall Be over 
Thee,’” Ensign and Liahona, Nov. 2005, 88–92

Video: “A Search for Truth,” lds.org/media-libray

TEACHING IN THE SAVIOR’S WAY

The Savior used the scriptures to teach and testify about His mission. He taught people to think about the 

scriptures for themselves and use them to find answers to their own questions. How can you help the 

young men use the scriptures to answer their questions?

http://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/eph/4.11-14?lang=eng#10
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/a-of-f/1.6?lang=eng#5
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/isa/29.13-14?lang=eng#12
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/amos/8.11-12?lang=eng#10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/2-thes/2.3?lang=eng#2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/2-thes/2.3?lang=eng#2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.24-29?lang=eng#23
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/1.17-23,30?lang=eng#16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-h/1.6-20?lang=eng#5
http://www.lds.org/languages/additionalmanuals/preachgospel/PreachMyGospel___00_00_Complete__36617_eng_000.pdf
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/10/preparations-for-the-restoration-and-the-second-coming-my-hand-shall-be-over-thee?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/10/preparations-for-the-restoration-and-the-second-coming-my-hand-shall-be-over-thee?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/10/preparations-for-the-restoration-and-the-second-coming-my-hand-shall-be-over-thee?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/doctrine-and-covenants-visual-resources?lang=eng#2010-07-02-a-search-for-truth


Let the young men lead
A member of the quorum presidency conducts quorum meeting. He leads the young men in counseling 
together about quorum business, teaches them their priesthood duties (from the scriptures and the Duty to 
God book), and invites an adviser or other quorum member to teach a gospel lesson. He could prepare by 
filling out a quorum meeting agenda during a presidency meeting.

Introduce the doctrine
Choose from these ideas or think of your own to review last week’s lesson and introduce this week’s lesson:

•	 Ask	a	young	man	to	share	how	something	he	learned	last	week	influenced	him	at	home,	at	school,	or	
with friends.

•	 Use	an	object	to	teach	the	young	men	the	need	for	the	Restoration	(such	as	something	that	is	broken	
and	cannot	be	repaired	but	must	be	replaced).	What	other	objects	can	the	young	men	think	of	to	teach	
others about the need for the Restoration.

Learn together
As guided by the Holy Ghost, choose from these activities to help the quorum members understand why a 
restoration was necessary (for other ideas, see “Effective Teaching Methods”):

•	 Some	of	the	quorum	members	may	be	studying	the	doctrine	“The	Apostasy	and	the	Restoration	of	the	
Gospel” as part of their Duty to God plans. Consider inviting one or more to teach a portion of this lesson.

•	 Show	the	video	“A Search for Truth,” and have the young men identify what Wilford Woodruff was 
looking for in the true Church. Invite them to share other things that impressed them about his search 
for truth.

•	 Divide	the	quorum	in	half,	and	assign	one	group	to	teach	the	quorum	about	how	Christ	established	His	
Church and how it was lost through the Apostasy. Assign the other group to teach about the Restoration. 
Give them time to prepare using Preach My Gospel, pages 35–38 and 45 and the scriptures suggested in 
this outline.

•	 Give	each	of	the	young	men	a	scripture	about	the	Apostasy	or	the	Restoration	(such	as	those	suggested	in	
this outline). Ask them to draw a picture that represents what they learn and share it with the quorum.

•	 Give	each	young	man	the	name	of	a	person	mentioned	in	Elder	Robert D.	Hales’s	talk	“Preparations for 
the Restoration and the Second Coming: ‘My Hand Shall Be over Thee’” (such as William Tyndale, 
Johannes Gutenberg, and Martin Luther). Ask him to read or watch the talk to find out what the person 
did to prepare the world for the Restoration. Have the young men share what they found.

Invite the young men to act
The quorum presidency member who is conducting concludes the meeting. He could:

•	 Tell	why	the	Restoration	was	necessary	and	why	it	is	important	to	him.

•	 Invite	other	quorum	members	to	share	their	impressions	about	what	they	have	learned.

https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/youth/bc/youth/learn/pdf/Methods_Draft_12-22-11.pdf?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/media-library/video/doctrine-and-covenants-visual-resources?lang=eng#2010-07-02-a-search-for-truth
https://www.lds.org/languages/additionalmanuals/preachgospel/PreachMyGospel___00_00_Complete__36617_eng_.pdf
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/10/preparations-for-the-restoration-and-the-second-coming-my-hand-shall-be-over-thee?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/10/preparations-for-the-restoration-and-the-second-coming-my-hand-shall-be-over-thee?lang=eng


AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: THE APOSTASY AND THE RESTORATION

How was the priesthood restored?

The priesthood was restored to Joseph Smith by the laying on of hands by those who held it anciently. In 
May 1829, John the Baptist restored the Aaronic Priesthood, and shortly thereafter, Peter, James, and John, 
three	of	the	Savior’s	original	Apostles,	restored	the	Melchizedek	Priesthood.	On	April	3,	1836,	Moses,	Elijah,	
and Elias restored additional priesthood keys.

Prepare yourself spiritually
How have you gained a testimony of the restora-
tion of the priesthood? How has this testimony 
made a difference in your priesthood service?

What do the young men know about the restora-
tion of the priesthood? What experiences have 
they had that have helped build their testimony of 
priesthood authority?

Prayerfully study these scriptures and resources. 
What inspires you about the restoration of the 
priesthood?

D&C 1:20 (The gospel was restored that every 
man might speak in the name of the Lord)

D&C 13; Joseph Smith—History 1:68–72 
(John the Baptist restores the Aaronic Priesthood)

D&C 27:12–13 (Peter, James, and John restored 
the Melchizedek Priesthood)

D&C 110 (Additional priesthood keys were 
restored	by	Moses,	Elijah,	and	Elias)

David A. Bednar, “The Powers of Heaven,” Ensign 
or Liahona, May 2012, 48–51 (see also the video 
“Priesthood Authority and Power”)

Jeffrey R. Holland, “Our Most Distinguishing 
Feature,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2005, 43–45.

Video: “Restoration of the Priesthood,”  
lds.org/media-library

Video: “Elder Perry on the Priesthood, Part 4: 
Restoration Makes Authority Clear,”  
lds.org/media-library

TEACHING IN THE SAVIOR’S WAY

The Savior saw His disciples’ potential and found unique ways to help them learn and grow—ways that 

would work best for them. You have a unique opportunity to help each young man gain a testimony of 

the restoration of the priesthood, a testimony that can bless him, his family, and others eternally.

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/1.20?lang=eng#19
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/13?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-h/1.68-72?lang=eng#67
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/27.12-13?lang=eng#11
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/110?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2012/04/the-powers-of-heaven?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/youth/video/priesthood-authority-and-power?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/04/our-most-distinguishing-feature?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/04/our-most-distinguishing-feature?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/our-faith?lang=eng#2010-05-1130-restoration-of-the-priesthood
http://www.lds.org/study/prophets-speak-today/unto-all-the-world/restoration-makes-authority-clear-elder-perry-says?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/study/prophets-speak-today/unto-all-the-world/restoration-makes-authority-clear-elder-perry-says?lang=eng


Let the young men lead
A member of the quorum presidency conducts quorum meeting. He leads the young men in counseling 
together about quorum business, teaches them their priesthood duties (from the scriptures and the Duty to 
God book), and invites an adviser or other quorum member to teach a gospel lesson. He could prepare by 
filling out a quorum meeting agenda during a presidency meeting.

Introduce the doctrine
Choose from these ideas or think of your own to review last week’s lesson and introduce this week’s lesson:

•	 Ask	a	few	young	men	to	write	one	sentence	on	the	board	that	summarizes	the	most	important	truth	
they learned last week.

•	 If	possible,	share	your	priesthood	line	of	authority	with	the	quorum	and	explain	what	it	is	(or	invite	a	
young man to share his, if possible). What does the line of authority teach them about the restoration of 
the priesthood?

Learn together
As guided by the Holy Ghost, choose from these activities to help the quorum members understand how the 
priesthood was restored (for other ideas, see “Effective Teaching Methods”):

•	 Some	of	your	quorum	members	may	be	studying	the	doctrine	“The	Restoration	of	the	Priesthood”	as	
part of their Duty to God plans. Consider inviting one or more to teach a portion of this lesson.

•	 Display	pictures	depicting	events	of	the	restoration	of	the	priesthood	(see	Gospel Art Book, 93–95), or 
watch the video “Restoration of the Priesthood.” Have the young men identify key participants in these 
events. Read scriptures about the events (such as those suggested in this outline), and ask young men 
what questions they have. Ask young men to share one way the priesthood has blessed them.

•	 Give	the	young	men	the	questions	that	Elder	L. Tom	Perry	answers	in	“Elder Perry on the Priesthood, 
Part 4: Restoration Makes Authority Clear.” Have the young men write down answers before watching 
the video; then watch the video to see how Elder Perry answers the questions.

•	 Divide	Elder	Jeffrey R.	Holland’s	talk	“Our Most Distinguishing Feature” among the young men. Ask 
them to find out why the authority of the priesthood is our most distinguishing feature. Why is it 
important for the young men to know this?

•	 Show	the	video	“Priesthood Authority and Power,” and discuss as a quorum the questions Elder 
David A. Bednar’s father asked. In what ways should we be different from other men in the world 
because the priesthood was restored? How does our knowledge of the restoration of the priesthood 
affect the way we fulfill our priesthood duties?

Invite the young men to act
The quorum presidency member who is conducting concludes the meeting. He could:

•	 Share	his	feelings	about	the	restoration	of	the	priesthood	or	invite	others	to	do	the	same.

•	 Invite	quorum	members	to	create	an	outline	(outside	of	quorum	meeting)	to	teach	others	about	the	
restoration of the priesthood (see Duty to God, 18, 42, or 66).

https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/youth/bc/youth/learn/pdf/Methods_Draft_12-22-11.pdf?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/media-library/images/gospel-art/church-history?lang=eng#aaronic-priesthood-given-to-joseph-82831
https://www.lds.org/media-library/video/our-faith?lang=eng#2010-05-1130-restoration-of-the-priesthood
http://www.lds.org/study/prophets-speak-today/unto-all-the-world/restoration-makes-authority-clear-elder-perry-says?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/study/prophets-speak-today/unto-all-the-world/restoration-makes-authority-clear-elder-perry-says?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2005/04/our-most-distinguishing-feature?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/youth/video/priesthood-authority-and-power?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god/deacon/understand/learn?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god/teacher/understand/learn?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god/priest/understand/learn?lang=eng


AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: THE APOSTASY AND THE RESTORATION

What was Joseph Smith’s role in the 
Restoration?

After centuries of Apostasy, the Lord restored His Church and the fulness of the gospel through the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. This Restoration began with Joseph’s First Vision, in which Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ 
appeared. Through the Prophet Joseph, the Lord brought forth the Book of Mormon and other scriptures, 
restored priesthood authority, and established His Church. Throughout his life, Joseph was true to his 
testimony, and he sealed his testimony with his blood.

Prepare yourself spiritually
How has your life been influenced by the life and 
mission of Joseph Smith? How did you gain your 
testimony of Joseph Smith?

Do the young men have a testimony of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith? How can you help them 
strengthen it?

As you prayerfully study these scriptures and 
resources, what do you feel inspired to share with 
the young men?

2 Nephi 3:3–25 (Ancient prophets foresaw Joseph 
Smith’s mission as prophet and seer)

D&C 35:17–18 (Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
the Lord restored the fulness of the gospel)

D&C 135:3 (Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, 
the Lord gave us additional scripture)

D&C 76:22–24 (Joseph Smith’s testimony of 
Jesus Christ)

Joseph Smith—History 1:11–25 (God the Father 
and Jesus Christ appeared to Joseph Smith)

Henry B. Eyring, “An Enduring Testimony of the 
Mission of the Prophet Joseph,” Ensign or 
Liahona, Nov. 2003, 89–92

Tad R. Callister, “Joseph Smith—Prophet of the 
Restoration,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2009, 35–37

Video: “Joseph Smith: Prophet of the Restoration” 
(13:15), Church History (3-DVD set); also online 
as wmv or mp4

TEACHING IN THE SAVIOR’S WAY

The Savior invited others to act in faith and live the truths He taught. In all His teaching He focused on 

helping His followers live the gospel with all their hearts. How can you help the young men see how their 

testimonies of Joseph Smith should be reflected in their daily lives?

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/3.3-25?lang=eng#2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/35.17-18?lang=eng#16
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/135.3?lang=eng#2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/76.22-24?lang=eng#21
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-h/1.11-25?lang=eng#10
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2003/10/an-enduring-testimony-of-the-mission-of-the-prophet-joseph?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2003/10/an-enduring-testimony-of-the-mission-of-the-prophet-joseph?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2009/10/joseph-smith-prophet-of-the-restoration?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2009/10/joseph-smith-prophet-of-the-restoration?lang=eng
http://broadcast.lds.org/video/DC_Presentations/DCPresentations___14_Lsn32_ProphetRestoration_71041_eng_300k.wmv
http://broadcast.lds.org/video/DC_Presentations/DCPresentations___14_Lsn32_ProphetRestoration_71041_eng_1M.mp4


Let the young men lead
A member of the quorum presidency conducts quorum meeting. He leads the young men in counseling 
together about quorum business, teaches them their priesthood duties (from the scriptures and the Duty to 
God book), and invites an adviser or other quorum member to teach a gospel lesson. He could prepare by 
filling out a quorum meeting agenda during a presidency meeting.

Introduce the doctrine
Choose from these ideas or think of your own to review last week’s lesson and introduce this week’s lesson:

•	 Invite	a	young	man	to	draw	a	picture	on	the	board	that	symbolizes	what	the	quorum	learned	last	week,	
and have the other young men guess what he has drawn.

•	 Ask	the	young	men	how	they	would	answer	the	question	“What	was	Joseph	Smith’s	role	in	the	
Restoration?”

Learn together
As guided by the Holy Ghost, choose from these activities to help the quorum members understand Joseph 
Smith’s role in the Restoration (for other ideas, see “Effective Teaching Methods”):

•	 Invite	quorum	members	to	make	a	list	of	the	things	the	Lord	gave	us	through	Joseph	Smith,	then	read	
Doctrine and Covenants 135:3 and add to the list if necessary. How are our lives different because of the 
work the Lord did through Joseph Smith?

•	 Invite	the	young	men	to	read	Joseph Smith—History 1:7–20, looking for truths Joseph Smith learned 
through the First Vision. What did Joseph learn about Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ? about himself? 
about the adversary? Why are these truths important for us to understand today?

•	 Show	the	video	“Joseph	Smith:	Prophet	of	the	Restoration”	(wmv or mp4) and ask the young men to 
share their testimonies of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Consider relating how you gained your testimony. 
Read together Doctrine and Covenants 76:22–24. How does Joseph Smith’s testimony strengthen your 
faith in Jesus Christ?

•	 Invite	young	men	to	read	pages 89–90 in True to the Faith or Elder Tad E. Callister’s talk “Joseph 
Smith—Prophet of the Restoration.” Invite them to choose a few sentences they would use if they were 
asked to describe why Joseph Smith is important. Ask a few young men to tell what sentences they 
chose and why.

Invite the young men to act
The quorum presidency member who is conducting concludes the meeting. He could:

•	 Share	his	feelings	about	why	Joseph	Smith	is	important	to	his	life	and	invite	other	quorum	members	to	
do the same.

•	 Discuss	with	the	quorum	their	priesthood	duty	to	teach	the	importance	of	Joseph	Smith	to	others.

https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/young-men/duty-to-god?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/youth/bc/youth/learn/pdf/Methods_Draft_12-22-11.pdf?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/135.3?lang=eng#2
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/js-h/1.7-20?lang=eng#6
http://broadcast.lds.org/video/DC_Presentations/DCPresentations___14_Lsn32_ProphetRestoration_71041_eng_300k.wmv
http://broadcast.lds.org/video/DC_Presentations/DCPresentations___14_Lsn32_ProphetRestoration_71041_eng_1M.mp4
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/76.22-24?lang=eng#21
https://www.lds.org/ldsorg/v/index.jsp?hideNav=1&locale=0&sourceId=f65c991a83d20110VgnVCM100000176f620a____&vgnextoid=198bf4b13819d110VgnVCM1000003a94610aRCRD
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2009/10/joseph-smith-prophet-of-the-restoration?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2009/10/joseph-smith-prophet-of-the-restoration?lang=eng


AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: THE APOSTASY AND THE RESTORATION

Why do we need the Book of Mormon?

The Book of Mormon was written for our day. It testifies of Jesus Christ, contains the fulness of His gospel, 
and restores truths lost through the Apostasy. Joseph Smith taught that the Book of Mormon is “the key-
stone of our religion, and a man will get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts, than by any other book” 
(introduction to the Book of Mormon).

Prepare yourself spiritually
Think about experiences you have had studying 
the Book of Mormon. Why is the Book of 
Mormon important to you?

How is the Book of Mormon influencing the lives 
of the young men? What can the young men do to 
strengthen their testimonies of the Book of 
Mormon? How could the Book of Mormon help 
them address modern-day challenges?

Prayerfully study these scriptures and resources. 
How can you help the young men feel the power 
of the Book of Mormon?

1 Nephi 13:40; 2 Nephi 3:12 (The Book of 
Mormon restores precious truths and confounds 
false doctrines)

2 Nephi 25:23, 26; 33:10–11 (The Book of 
Mormon writers testify of Jesus Christ)

2 Nephi 29:7–11 (The Book of Mormon shows that  
God speaks to His children in many nations)

D&C 20:8–16; 42:12 (The Book of Mormon 
contains the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ)

Book of Mormon title page and introduction

Tad R. Callister, “The Book of Mormon—a Book 
from God,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2011, 74–76

Video: “The Book of Mormon: An Introduction,” 
lds.org/media-library

TEACHING IN THE SAVIOR’S WAY

The Savior invited others to act in faith to learn the truths of the gospel. He taught us, “Ask, and ye shall 

receive” (John 16:24). How can you encourage the young men to follow this pattern as they seek to gain 

or strengthen their testimonies of the Book of Mormon? (see Moroni 10:3–5).

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/13.40?lang=eng#39
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/3.12?lang=eng#11
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/25.23,%2026?lang=eng#22
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/33.10-11?lang=eng#9
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/29.7-11?lang=eng#6
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/20.8-16?lang=eng#7
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/42.12?lang=eng#11
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/bofm-title?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/introduction?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/the-book-of-mormon-a-book-from-god?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/general-conference/2011/10/the-book-of-mormon-a-book-from-god?lang=eng
http://www.lds.org/pages/book-of-mormon-an-introduction?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/john/16.24?lang=eng#23
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/moro/10.3-5?lang=eng#2


Let the young men lead
A member of the quorum presidency conducts quorum meeting. He leads the young men in counseling 
together about quorum business, teaches them their priesthood duties (from the scriptures and the Duty to 
God book), and invites an adviser or other quorum member to teach a gospel lesson. He could prepare by 
filling out a quorum meeting agenda during a presidency meeting.

Introduce the doctrine
Choose from these ideas or create your own to review last week’s lesson and introduce this week’s lesson:

•	 Invite	several	young	men	to	share	what	impressed	them	the	most	from	last	week’s	lesson.

•	 As	a	quorum,	build	or	draw	a	keystone	arch	(see	Preach My Gospel, 103) and ask the young men to 
explain why Joseph Smith said the Book of Mormon is the keystone of our religion (see the introduction 
to the Book of Mormon).

Learn together
As guided by the Holy Ghost, choose from these activities to help the quorum members understand the 
importance of the Book of Mormon (for other ideas, see “Effective Teaching Methods”):

•	 Ask	each	young	man	to	read	part	of	the	introduction	to	the	Book	of	Mormon	(including	“The Testimony 
of Three Witnesses” and “The Testimony of Eight Witnesses”). Invite them to share with another quorum 
member any insights they gain about why the Book of Mormon is important.

•	 Show	the	video	“The Book of Mormon: An Introduction” and ask quorum members to write down 
answers to the question “Why do we need the Book of Mormon?” as they watch. Have them share what 
they write.

•	 Ask	the	young	men	to	think	of	questions	their	friends	may	have	about	the	Book	of	Mormon.	How	might	
they answer them? What can they share from Elder Tad R. Callister’s talk “The Book of Mormon—a 
Book from God”? Ask quorum members to role-play how they would invite a friend to read the Book of 
Mormon. How would they explain what the Book of Mormon is and why we need it? What verses would 
they share from the Book of Mormon? How would they explain that the Book of Mormon is another 
testament of Jesus Christ?

•	 Invite	the	young	men	to	share	a	scripture	in	the	Book	of	Mormon	that	has	influenced	them	or	helped	
them overcome a challenge (or share a scripture that is meaningful to you). Why is it meaningful to 
them? What experiences can they share about how the scripture influenced them?

Invite the young men to act
The quorum presidency member who is conducting concludes the meeting. He could:

•	 Invite	a	few	young	men	to	share	their	testimonies	of	why	we	need	the	Book	of	Mormon	and	explain	
how they learned it is true.

•	 Hand	out	missionary	copies	of	the	Book	of	Mormon,	if	possible,	and	invite	each	quorum	member	to	
write his testimony in the front and give the book to someone.
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AARONIC PRIESTHOOD: THE APOSTASY AND THE RESTORATION

How can I invite all to come unto Christ?

On the day the restored Church was organized, the Lord gave Aaronic Priesthood holders the duty to invite 
all to come unto Christ (see D&C 20:59). When Aaronic Priesthood holders fulfill this duty, they bring the 
blessings of the restored gospel to Heavenly Father’s children. They also strengthen their own testimonies 
and prepare themselves for a lifetime of missionary service.

Prepare yourself spiritually
What experiences have you had with inviting 
others to learn about the gospel? How have others 
helped you come unto Christ?

Many young men do not know that as Aaronic 
Priesthood holders they have a priesthood duty to 
invite all to come unto Christ. What can you do to 
help them understand and fulfill this sacred duty? 
What would inspire them to share the gospel with 
their friends and family?

Prayerfully study these scriptures and resources. 
What impressions do you receive as you study?

Fulfilling My Duty to God (2010), 28–29, 52–53, 
76–77

1 Timothy 4:12 (Be an example of the believers)

Alma 17:2–3 (The sons of Mosiah prepared 
themselves to share the gospel)

Moroni 10:32–33 (Moroni’s invitation to come 
unto Christ)

D&C 4 (Attributes that qualify us for serving the 
Lord)

D&C 20:46–59 (Aaronic Priesthood holders have 
a duty to invite all to come unto Christ)

D&C 42:6 (Preach the gospel by the power of the 
Spirit)

“What Is My Purpose as a Missionary?” Preach My 
Gospel (2004), 1–15

Video: “Inviting Others to Come unto Christ,” 
lds.org/youth/video

TEACHING IN THE SAVIOR’S WAY

The Savior invited others to testify of truths they learned so the Spirit could touch their hearts. “Whom 

say ye that I am?” He asked. As Peter responded, his testimony was strengthened: “Thou art the Christ, 

the Son of the living God” (Matthew 16:15–16). How can sharing the gospel strengthen the testimonies of 

the young men in the quorum?
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Let the young men lead
A member of the quorum presidency conducts quorum meeting. He leads the young men in counseling 
together about quorum business, teaches them their priesthood duties (from the scriptures and the Duty to 
God book), and invites an adviser or other quorum member to teach a gospel lesson. He could prepare by 
filling out a quorum meeting agenda during a presidency meeting.

Begin the learning experience
Choose from these ideas or think of your own to review last week’s lesson and introduce this week’s lesson:

•	 Ask	the	young	men	to	share	something	they	remember	from	last	week’s	discussion.	Why	was	this	
memorable to them?

•	 Invite	the	young	men	to	search	Doctrine and Covenants 20:59 and identify the priesthood duty men-
tioned there. Invite a few young men to share an experience they have had sharing the gospel with a 
family member, less-active friend, or friend of another faith. What was the result?

Learn and share together
Choose from the following activities to help the young men understand their duty to invite others to come 
unto Christ. Most of these activities come from the Duty to God book. Before quorum meeting, invite the 
young men to bring their Duty to God books with them to church.

•	 Invite	the	young	men	to	find	scriptures	that	use	phrases	like	“come	unto	Christ”	or	“come	unto	me”	(see	
Matthew 11:28; Moroni 10:32; D&C 20:59). What does it mean to “come unto Christ”? What do they learn 
from these verses that inspires them to invite others to come unto Christ? (See Duty to God, 28.)

•	 Read	together	Doctrine and Covenants 20:53 and make a list of ways home teachers can “watch over the 
church always, and be with and strengthen them.” How can young men improve as home teachers? 
Consider inviting the elders quorum president to talk to the quorum about how to be a good home 
teacher. (See Duty to God, 52, 76.)

•	 Show	a	picture	of	Ammon,	and	ask	the	quorum	to	summarize	the	story	of	Ammon	teaching	the	
Lamanites (see Alma 17–19). Contrast this story with Corianton’s experience (see Alma 39:1–11). How 
does our example affect our ability to teach the gospel to others? (See Duty to God, 28.)

•	 Bring	items	or	pictures	that	represent	the	virtues,	attributes,	and	gifts	that	can	help	quorum	members	
be better missionaries now, such as those listed in Doctrine and Covenants 4 and Alma 17:2–3, 9 (for 
example, you could bring a seed to represent faith or work gloves to represent diligence). Invite the 
young men to match the items with words and phrases they find in these verses.

•	 Show	the	video	“Inviting Others to Come unto Christ,” and invite quorum members to look for what the 
Aaronic Priesthood holders in this video did to help their quorum grow. Discuss what they could do to 
have a similar experience in their quorum.

Invite the young men to act
The quorum presidency member who is conducting concludes the meeting. He could:

•	 Invite	the	young	men	to	write	plans	in	“Act”	section	of	their	Duty to God books (page 29, 53, or 77).

•	 Counsel	with	the	quorum	about	how	they	could	encourage	a	less-active	member	to	participate	in	the	
quorum and come back to church.
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Quorum Meeting Agenda

Presiding  Date 

Conducting (member of the quorum presidency) 

Sit in Council
Led by a member of the quorum presidency

Conduct business (activities, events, assignments)

  

  

 

Teach duties (explain priesthood duties and counsel together about how to fulfill them; see Duty to God)

  

  

 

Invite sharing (What gospel principles have the quorum members been noticing and learning? What are they 
learning and what experiences are they having while fulfilling their Duty to God plans?)

  

  

 

Learn Together
Led by quorum adviser or quorum member

This week’s gospel discussion: 

Teacher: 

Commit to Act
Led by member of the quorum presidency

• Share testimony of what the quorum learned.
• Invite quorum members to live by the principles they learned together and prepare for next week’s meeting.


